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SE'JATOR DUIS: I thank you very much, but I think this is
going to be a concern as far as Senator Kremer and I are
concerned uf what may come in the rural area because this
may oe an impossibility. You wouldn't be able to get that
number of people. I don't want us connected up too closely
to this piece of legislation. You can understand my point.
In a rural area we may only have 150 people living in quite
an area, whereas they would have to compete against 1,000 or
2,303 as far as a large district was concerned.

SE!JA.OR KRENER: One more statement, in answer to your ques
tion to me. We are not related to this bill whatsoever,
oecause it's referring to class one. I say we need to start
working on legislation. I would be glad to do that. Then
we' ll have to see which direction we can go.

SE!JATOR OUIS: Yes. I just didn't want to get us tied down
to the oint where we are involved.

P RESIDEHT: S e n a to r N a r e s h .

SENATOR NARESH: Nr. President, members of tne Legislature,
question of Senator Naxey please. Senator Naxey, when you
ran for the School Board did you have to campaign real hard
to be elected'? In other words, was there stiff opposition
in your race t'or the School Board? Were there people trying
to prevent you from getting on the School Board?

SE!JATOR NAXEY: Yes, there were. I believe we had 12 candi
dates running for three seats, two for each seat.

S ENATOR NARESH: T h ank y o u .

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r C o pe .

SEHATOR COPE: Nr. President, members, I would like to know
how this concept of district election in Omaha is working out.
I'd like someone to volunteer that supported, then someone
wi.o opposed. So let's have somebody that supported the legis
lation for districts in Omaha. Mill somebody take that on?

PRESIDEiJT: Senator Chambers will take it on.

SE!JATOR COPE: You have two and a quarter minutes.

SEHATOR CHA !HERS: I' ll be brief, Senator Cope. Wnat nas
happened is tnat a lot of people who never would have con
sidered running for the School Board before, u nder an a t
large system, ran in the districts. T here was t n e t y p e o f
interest whicn had never been generated before because tne
people in an area could zero in on the individuals they knew,
wno lived in that area. These individuals had to talk to the
people in that district, or they couldn't get the votes. In
at large situation there were certain parts of the city tnat
could be totally ignored because the number of votes they' d
get in the otner part of the city would nullify those wno
voted against them. So what I'm trying to say, in a nut shell,
is that there was a head-to-head meeting between the candidates
in the district. Enough people could get directly to these
individuals and attend their gathering to find out just what
their positions would be on tne issue. Also, as a result of
the iistrict election, an individual, a t l e a s t o n e wh o h a d
seen returned to office year, after year, after year, was
rejected by tne people who lived in the area where he came
from. Apparently, they were dissatisfied with what he had
been doing. So I think that more interest was generated


